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January 23,2024  SOMERVILLE, MA

Orsola Susan Fontano, Chair
Zoning Board of Appeals

City of Somerville

City Hall - 93 Highland Avenue
Somerville, Massachusetts 02143

Re:  Administrative Appeal - ISD Failure to Act on Request For Written Interpretation
2 Union Square [MBL 82-C-6], 9 Union Square [MBL 82-C-4]
298 Somerville Avenue [MBL 82-C-7], 290 Somerville Avenue [MBL 82-C-8]
286 Somerville Avenue [MBL 82-C-10]
Case #: PB2017-21, Union Square CDSP (multiple sites)
Applicability of Master Plan Special Permit

Dear Chair Fontano and Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals:

We represent the Applicant, Union Square One Development, LLC, a wholly owned affiliate of
The Hamilton Company and its partners, regarding their captioned properties (Site) - commonly known as
the Union Square South Block - in connection with this Administrative Appeal prompted by the failure of
the Inspectional Services Department (ISD) to timely act regarding a Request for a Written Interpretation
under the Somerville Zoning Ordinance ( SZO) and M.G.L. c. 40A (Zoning Act).

A. BOARD JURISDICTION; AUTHORITY

The Board has authority to hear and to rule on the subject matter of this administrative appeal
pursuant to Somerville Zoning Ordinance (SZO) Sections 15.4.3(d)(ii), 15.4.3(e) and 15.5.2, and Zoning
Act, §§ 8, 14 and 15. SZO Section 15.5.2(a)(i) explicitly provides that “an administrative appeal is a
petition to rectify a failure to act . . . by” ISD. Similarly, Section 14 of the Zoning Act, produced in
relevant part below, expressly authorizes the Board to act in ISD’s stead where ISD has failed to act.

A board of appeals shall have the following powers:—
(1) To hear and decide appeals in accordance with section eight.

In exercising the powers granted by this section, a board of appeals may, in conformity with the provisions
of this chapter, make orders or decisions, reverse or affirm in whole or in part, or modify any order or















mailto:wproia@riemerlaw.com
mailto:isdzoning@somervillema.gov





















http://www.somerviUema.gov






http://www.somerviUema.gov






http://www.somervillema.gov



http://www.somerviHenia.gov






http://www.somervillema.gov

































mailto:_msarcione@somervillema.gov
mailto:WProia@riemerlaw.com
mailto:isdzoning@somervillema.gov



mailto:WProia@riemerlaw.com
http://www.riemerlaw.com

	Union 2 Assoc ZBA Appeal
	Union Square Appeal Filing

